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el,” installed in the building’s sunken
plaza, riffs on and flouts the architect’s
clean geometry. Yoes adds graypaint
ed wooden forms to Le Corbusier’s
concrete ones; they look like out
growths. Triangles recur; the architect
would likely be appalled. Simple digi
tal animations of lines and circles — a
nod to modernism’s infatuation with a
machine aesthetic — play over the
forms.
Modernist architecture left history
behind. The catalog for this show
quotes philosopher Walter Benjamin’s
modernist edict, to “live without trac
es.” Several artists visit modernist
homes and illustrate the tension be
tween that aesthetic and the practicali
ties of life: We’ve got stuff and we have
to put it somewhere.
Nobody even lives in cosmetic en
trepreneur Stanley Picker’s London
home, which Elizabeth Price haunting
ly explores in her video “AT THE
HOUSE OF MR. X,” but Picker has
cluttered the place with icons of art
and design. Martha Rosler made a vid
eo, “How Do We Know What Home
Looks Like?” at FirminyVert, Le Cor
busier’s French housing complex. “You
can’t furnish a Corbusier,” says one of
the residents. Yet they display as much
pride in their building as frustration
with its limitations.
Architecture must function, but art
needn’t. Le Corbusier and his ilk set
many wheels in motion in art. Work
ing in the 1920s, they envisioned proj
ects using photomontage. Photogra
pher Thomas Ruff revisits that aesthet
ic in pieces such as “w.h.s. 04,” a photo
of van der Rohe’s Weissenhof Apart
ment Building in Stuttgart, designed
in 1926. Ruff retouches the image so
that it looks unreal, composed, like a
photomontage.
Sculptor Josiah McElheny blends
two visions in “Bruno Taut’s Monu
ment to Socialist Spirituality (After
Mies van der Rohe).” Taut’s devotion to
color, and his view of glass as a spiritu
al medium, collides with van der Ro
he’s pragmatic, less colorful approach.
McElheny’s piece is a gorgeous sculp
ture, ringed by low wooden cutouts
representing older buildings. Some
times history can provide contrast.
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THE WAY WE LIVE NOW,
MODERNIST IDEOLOGIES
AT WORK
At: Carpenter Center for the
Visual Arts, Harvard University,
24 Quincy St., Cambridge,
through April 5. 6174953251,
www.ccva.fas.harvard.edu
DIGNITY: Tribes in Transition
At: Boston University Art Gallery
at the Stone Gallery,
855 Commonwealth Ave.,
through March 29. 6173533329,
www.bu.edu/art

PHOTOS BY DANA GLUCKSTEIN

The works in “The Way We Live
Now” traffic in the ideals of modern
ism, which revolutionized architec
ture, art, and intellectual life, but can
still feel insular, antiseptic, and off
putting. The show lauds the modern
ists, and struggles to make peace with
their vision. That may take another
century. Even then, nobody will be
able to hang a picture on one of the
concrete walls at the Carpenter Center.

Character captured in portraits
Dana Gluckstein has been photo
graphing indigenous people around
the world for more than 30 years.
There’s nothing modernist or even
contemporary about her show, “Digni
ty: Tribes in Transition” at the Boston
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University Art Gallery at the Stone Gal
lery. She travels with an old Hasselblad
camera and shoots largeformat,
blackandwhite, deeply humane por
traits of the people she encounters.
Some photos capture men and
women in their native costume. Gluck
stein shot “Masai Warrior Initiate, Ke
nya, 1985” from below, so the warrior,
imposingly adorned in beads and
chains, towers over us. Sunlight re
flecting off a medallion on his forehead
suggests a third eye; it’s a picture of
power, yet the man is young, and vul
nerable.
Other images show global culture
seeping into local ways of life. The
youngster in “Young Boy at Religious
Festival, Bhutan, 2010” wears a tradi

tional smock stitched with intricate
patterns, but his sneakers fasten with
Velcro and he cradles a rifle in his
arms. I hope it’s a toy.
These are square portraits. The for
mat imbues them with a sense of mon
umentality. Gluckstein may be focus
ing this body of work on change, but
what most strongly comes across is the
character of each sitter. The woman in
“Aboriginal Artist, Australia, 1989”
rests her head in her hands. She may
be spent, but like all these subjects, she
has a regal presence that makes it hard
to look away.
Cate McQuaid can be reached at
catemcquaid@gmail.com. Follow her
on Twitter @cmcq.

ASK AMY

BY MATTHEW GILBERT

Difficult boy is being left out

CHUCK HODES/FOX

Empire 8 p.m., Fox
This show is landmark TV, for its almost entirely black cast coupled
with its continually increasing viewership, which has grown with
every single episode. Best of all, “Empire” ends its first season (with
backtoback episodes on Wednesday night) after only 12 episodes.
Rather than running on too long, creator Lee Daniels and Fox are
wisely leaving us wanting more. If “Empire” had had to fill 22 epi
sodes with its familiar soap opera plottwisting, we’d probably be
twistedout and tired of it by now. We’d never be tired of Cookie,
though. She is the show. Pictured: Taraji P. Henson as Cookie.

Q. I am a mother of two beautiful children,
ages 7 and 4.
My older child is very well behaved. Her
grandparents and relatives enjoy spending
time with her. They take her for sleepovers
and play dates.
My younger child is a little more difficult.
He can be very sweet and loving, but he can
have temper tantrums and misbehave at
times. He doesn’t listen very well and has a
stubborn streak.
My problem is that the relatives don’t
want to take him for play dates, movies, or
sleepovers, like they do my daughter.
It wasn’t a huge issue when my son was
smaller, but now he is 4 and he gets very up
set when he is left out.
Family members continue to ask for my
daughter’s company but constantly leave my
son out. I have finally said that if they don’t
take both children, it isn’t fair.
Am I handling this the wrong way? I want
both kids to be wanted and included.
TROUBLED MOMMY
OF TWO

A. You need to find ways to optimize your
son’s chances for success. When family
members exclude him, they not only are de
nying him opportunities to learn, but they
are also diminishing the family connection.

Your son may not be ready for a sleepover
— or even sitting through a movie at a the
ater — but ice skating, minigolf, or kicking a
soccer ball at your local field might be per
fect for him.
The best way to approach this with family
members might be to enlist their help: “I
know Benji can be a handful, but I’m trying
to come up with ways to get him up to speed.
Can you invite him on a short outing so he
can get to know you better and also get more
experience in how to behave?” Also talk to
your son about his behavior — he needs to
learn to make the connection.
If your daughter is involved in an activity
elsewhere, invite the grandparents to join
you and your youngest — at your house,
their house, or another kidfriendly venue.
Seeing him when his sister isn’t present to
blind them with her charms might help
them forge a connection.
You cannot make ever y social inter
change “fair,” but family members should be
more aware of the impact of their actions.

Amy Dickinson can be reached at
askamy@tribune.com. Follow her on
Twitter @askingamy or “like” her on
Facebook.

BIRD SIGHTINGS
Recent bird sightings on Cape Cod (as of
March 10) as reported to the Massachusetts
Audubon Society.
IDA MAE ASTUTE/ABC VIA GETTY IMAGES

The Untold Story of “The Sound of Music” 10 p.m., ABC
Can there actually be anything untold about this movie, or the
making of it? In honor of the movie’s 50th anniversary, Diane Saw
yer and Julie Andrews travel together to Austria to visit the shoot
ing locations and retrace the steps of the real von Trapps. Christo
pher Plummer once called the movie “The Sound of Mucus,” but he
has since come to appreciate it. Now he calls it “The Sound of Neti.”
Broad City 10:30 p.m., Comedy Central
In this episode, New York is New Yorky.
Man Seeking Woman 10:30 p.m., FXX
Dating can be a real trip.
HOOPS U 9 p.m., Showtime
STUDS ME.

Sightings of Bohemian waxwings continue
at High Head in Truro, with 26 reported as re
cently as March 9.
An early osprey was reported from Cedar
Pond by the Orleans rotary.
Several reports of returning redwinged
blackbirds around the area herald the im
pending, if hard to imagine, spring.
More sea watching at Race Point in Prov
incetown produced 2 common murres, 6
thickbilled murres, 105 razorbills, 2 black
guillemots, a blacklegged kittiwake, 12 Ice
land gulls, and, in a classic sign of early spring
on the Cape’s beaches, a turkey vulture feed
ing on a seal carcass.
Birds at MacMillan Wharf in Provincetown
included a harlequin duck, an American wi
geon, 18 greater scaup, 4 rednecked grebes, a

Clockwise from top left:
An image from Elizabeth
Price’s “AT THE HOUSE
OF MR. X,” Josiah
McElheny’s “Bruno Taut’s
Monument to Socialist
Spirituality (After Mies
van der Rohe),” Dana
Gluckstein’s “Young Boy
at Religious Festival,
Bhutan, 2010” and “Masai
Warrior Initiate, Kenya,
1985.”

thickbilled murre, a black guillemot, an Ice
land gull, and a peregrine falcon.
Other birds around the Cape included 2
common ravens in Sandwich, 5 snow geese in
Bourne, a roughlegged hawk in Woods Hole,
2 canvasbacks at Perch Pond in Falmouth, a
Northern shoveler and 2 Northern pintails in
Marstons Mills, and 21 ruddy ducks and a per
egrine falcon at Fort Hill in Eastham.
For more on sightings, call the Massachusetts
Audubon Society at 7812598805 or go to
www.massaudubon.org.

REFLECTION FOR THE DAY
I’m here to drink a bottle of my wine and
sing a little — with anybody.
Cesare Pavese
WWW.REFLECTIONFORTHEDAY.COM Copyright
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LOCAL TV
AND RADIO
ON WGBH
Greater Boston 7 p.m. WGBH
2: Minimum wage debate.

ON CHRONICLE
Quincy 7:30 p.m. WCVBTV
(Channel 5) It’s got a great lo
cation close to Boston, water
front property that’s more af
fordable than its closest neigh
bors, and history that’s hard to
beat. But can Quincy maximize
its virtues to be the next Bay
State city on the rise? Learn
about its big bet on a down
town redevelopment, see why
some cuttingedge businesses
are setting up shop there, and
go house hunting along the wa
ter.

RADIO HIGHLIGHTS
Morning Edition With Bob
Seay 5 a.m. WGBHFM (89.7)
Boston Public Radio 11 a.m.
WGBHFM (89.7)
All Things Considered With
Deb Daigle 4 p.m. WGBHFM
(89.7)
Classical Music With Laura
Carlo 8:30 a.m. With Alan
McLellan noon WCRB (99.5)
Christopher Kimball of Ameri
ca’s Test Kitchen offers a classic
cooking tip; pieces from “Vival
di: Avi Avital.”
Symphony at 8 8 p.m. WCRB
(99.5) ) Nikolai RimskyKorsa
kov’s Symphony No. 1 with the
Malaysian Philharmonic Or
chestra.
WBUR’s Morning Edition With
Bob Oakes 5 a.m. WBURFM
(90.9) The heist at the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum.
On Point With Tom Ashbrook
10 a.m. WBURFM (90.9)
Here & Now With Robin Young
& Jeremy Hobson noon
WBURFM (90.9)
Radio Boston With Anthony
Brooks & Meghna Chakrabarti
3 p.m. WBURFM (90.9)
All Things Considered 4 p.m.
WBURFM (90.9)
Nightside With Dan Rea 8 p.m.
WBZAM (1030) Bret Ste
phens, author of “America in
Retreat.”

